























Portlanders show

their Pride

_Bonnie Tinker's column, “The War  The Portland Pride Parade on June 14, was
Within,” was aptly titled. Her pieces chron-  attended by roughly 10,000 spectators.
and

equality, life, death, and common human  Transgendered) Portland provided more

icled explorations of issues about faimess, LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual

the struggle that she (and we all) face in ~ €XPlores Gender issues.
making sense of what often appears to be a
senseless, uncaring, and unfair world.

Her emotional journey to make sense
of pain and injustice and search for how to
channel her anger was right out there for all
to see. She was bold and determined in her
convictions and steadfast in her faith.

Her activism got her arrested more than
once for civil disobedience. Her work as a
peace and anti-war activist, leshian and gay
rights educator, and advocate for the most
vulnerable often put her at risk.

She and her friends were proactive in
their frequent incarnations of the Seriously
Pissed Off Grannies. She came from a
deep place - her earliest activist actions
were against the Vietnam War when she
was just a teenager. She saw injustice
anywhere as a threat to justice everywhere.
She had a powerful desire and sometimes
a fierce determination that children, fami-
lies, and seniors be provided with better
and more humane living conditions.

She refused to accept a world where 47
million Americans have little or no access to
health care while insurance profiteers gam-
ble with our lives. She wanted to change
the city, state, country and world.

Bonnie was a wife, mother, teacher and
mentor to women and men alike (whether
she knew us or not, she touched our
lives).

This issue of The Portland Alliance con-
tains the last work she submitted — she was
corresponding by e-mail and giving advice,
providing insights, and delivering informa-
tion about her adventures and explorations
almost up until the day she died.

She wrote a column for the Portland
Alliance for many years.

Bonnie, we will find some way to fill that
gap your loss leaves in the newsprint with
calls to action that will make you proud of
us and inspire others to take up your work,
passion, and commitment with pride and
redemptive joy.

—The Portland Alliance
Board of Directors
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All photos by Bonnie Tinker

(Counter-clockwise from top left) A couple
marches. The Love Makes A Family play-
house float features children of same-sex
couples. Marchers from Love Makes A
Family, with Pride flags draping from build-
ings and swung by spectators. Paintings
produced in Love Makes A Family’s kid’s
activity area. Marchers from the Multnomah
Monthly Meeting (Quakers).

We Need Your Help!

The Portland Alliance exists as a nonprofit
progressive publication. We currently are
seeking new members for the board of directors
to revitalize the paper. We can always use
dependable volunteers to help with mailing,
specialized editing, and proofreading. We
accept unsolicited submissions. If you like to
write and see journalism as an activist tool,
please consider submitting a piece for the
paper. To join our volunteer list, send an e-mail
to editor@theportlandalliance.org
or call us at 503-239-4991



